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©» doaorahle Sri*® McMahon 
♦feint Ccasslttea on Atomic Snergy 

mahiag&Mf a» c. 

&ea? Senator McMahon: 


X h.*w received your letter of 31 Kerch 1952* aad hew given it 
*»t careful consideration. Yew concern at the continued incojapletawas 
©f the evidence with reaped to progress of the Soviet in the abcstic 
field and any possible 4avelo|wafe la the the»o-iiy«lear field, la fully 
aah ccaaplateiy shared by ua her® in the Central IstaHigencti Agency. 1 
®a® assure yon* and without tualtf teat ion, that #w since I hew been 
fiirec tar j the Agency, in aeeerdaiwa v|U* policies estafell aaea by the 
National Seswity Council, baa- singled out. atomic energy intolligeace 
f*n r a unique high priority second only to indication* of the Ifaalaant 
out break of h&atillties. m« have aatie aoae progress. This p^agress 
*« not all l could lew hoped. You haw suggested eight question* which 
la tMs letter I shall answer generally with the added suggestion that 
In view of the sensitive nature of the subject ant ter, a acre eosplate 
aeawr should be famished by as oral briefing which we should be glad 
to- met uf for you personally , at your convenience. 


As indicated above, atomic energy Intelligence has been singled out 
for a uui«H» high priority. »» have devoted, to thi« tmk the funds and 
persoBWl which m felt could be effectively employed in this werk aad 
have had the benefit of high level fully cleared technical advice from 
outside the Agency. Is this work w* have bad the coo^imtion sad 
vithln their respective crsspetanciea have depended upon the intelligence 
*$•**©!*• of tin State ©ep&rtweet ted of the Arsed Services , a® veil- as 
the intelligence- staff- of the Atomic Snarly Caaniasiou. 


G»* of the wore important of the major subdivisions of the Agency 
1» the office devoted to scientific intelligence, and this office is 
turn give* top priority to atomic energy' intelligene*. Within tfci# 
office about twenty people, half of whoa are professionals, devote their 
full-time effort* to research and analysts associated with Soviet atomic 
energy intelligence. However, of greeter significance is the competence 
of the personnel involved and their ability to consider and interpret 
the volume ef j*v isfomstios relevant to this field of interest. 
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It is impossible to segregate the overall expenditure devoted to 
atomic energy intelligence as assay persons other than those in the 
scientific office, particularly those la the field of Intelligence 
gathering both here in the Agency and la our several foreign stations, 
devote a considerable parties of their Mae to this work, Portlier, 
there are assy collateral endeavors , which I can explain to an oral 
briefing, which are devoted to acquiring the tools sad the techniques 
which could be made directly applicable to atomic energy Intelligence 
work. At the moment we have adequate available funds to undertake any 
endeavors ic this field of atonic intelligence which we feel could be 
usefully exploited and 1 will have certain suggestions to make orally 
with regard t© sore effective coordination of this work. We have, of 
course , the problem of securing ©n a full-time basis all of the highly 
technical trained persons la this field which we would like, but tMa 
is due in peart to the fact that they are already engaged on direct work 
in the field of production and hence are not available on a full-time 
basis. la general outside cleared consultants have been generous of their 
time end services when called upon. 

I appreciate the spirit of your letter. It will encourage all- °f 
us to give added effort to this all important work and will encourage 
me, if I see any opportunities of improving the situation, to consult 
further with you as to the ways and means of doing so. 

Faithfully yours. 
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Walter S. Smith 
Director 
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TOFZecRFT 

MEMORANDUM FOR:. Jfr. Dal J Secur 'V Information 

fids reply from the DCI to Senator McMahan has 
been prepared by OSE on the basis of your draft* 
(returned herewith) and has been approved by 
imPm OSO. 1 have reviewed this revision v and 
feel it Is satisfactory* 


/ ZtJLlk ^ LEB 

i ^//Cco 

(rzt^X^- ,/l-u l/Uv*. M c W ■ lQ rn 

V ftPR 16 1952 




FiniNfiMI! 


| FORM NO. 10. I Ot JAN 19 52 


(47) 


Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP79S01057A000500060015-6 



